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WEBINAR 

Integrating the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

into your work in Niagara

Tuesday, May 02, 2023

10:00 to 11:00 am



Welcome and Agenda

• Land Acknowledgement

• Living in Niagara and the SDGs - Mary Wiley, Knowledge Mobilization Lead, 
Niagara Connects

• Practical Ways people at Niagara College and Brock University are integrating
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), into their work in Niagara 

• Taryn Wilkinson, Manager of Sustainability, Niagara College

• Jocelyn Baker, Researcher for UNESCO Chair (Liette Vasseur) on Community 
Sustainability, Brock U.; Environmental Science Professor, Niagara College

• Questions and Answers

• Wrap-up and Next Steps



Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is the 
traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe 
peoples, many of whom continue to live and work here today. 

This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is 
within the land protected by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum 
agreement. 

Today this area is home to many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
peoples; and acknowledging reminds us that our great standard 
of living is directly related to the resources and friendship of 
Indigenous peoples.



Living in Niagara and the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
Community Learning Series 

Webinar #1 - Jan. 24/23 – access recording & resources at: 
https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/resources-publications/living-in-
niagara-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-event-recording/

https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/resources-publications/living-in-niagara-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-event-recording/
https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/resources-publications/living-in-niagara-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-event-recording/


Living in Niagara and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

In 2023, Niagara Connects is gathering diverse community partners, to:

- Examine alignment between the Living in Niagara Sectors and the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs / ‘the Goals’)

- Underpinned by the Social Determinants of Health 

- Build capacity to advance the SDGs in the work of the Niagara-wide 
community

- Show examples of ways people and organizations in Niagara are 
applying the Goals at the community level



Niagara Connects: a Knowledge-sharing and Exchange Network

Gathering diverse partners in a trusted, Niagara-focused space for:  

• Shared learning, to describe and examine emerging issues of 
common concern

• Mobilizing, sharing and exchanging evidence, to support the 
success and capacity of the Niagara-wide community

• Weaving together socio-economic evidence, to create a holistic 
picture of quality of life - livinginniagarareport.com

• Accessing a reliable, community-driven repository of evidence -
Niagara Knowledge Exchange (NKE) 
niagaraknowledgeexchange.com

http://www.livinginniagarareport.com/
http://www.niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/


Are you aware of the Sustainable Development Goals?

January 24, 2023 Niagara Connects Webinar, “Living in Niagara and SDGs”

Participant Poll at beginning of webinar: Are you aware of the SDG’s? - Even split – Yes / No 

Post-webinar evaluation responses (n=21):

100% found information presented very (52%) or somewhat (48%) useful

Almost 90% found information new to them

- Top 5 choices – in which SDG are you most interested?

- Good Health and Well Being – 75%

- Climate Action – 60% 

- No Poverty;  - Quality Education;  - Responsible Consumption and Production - 55% each; 

- Zero Hunger – 50%



Taryn Wilkinson

Manager of Sustainability

Niagara College



INTEGRATING THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS INTO YOUR WORK IN NIAGARA: WHAT ARE 

OUR POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS DOING?
Speaker: Taryn Wilkinson, Manager of Sustainability at Niagara College
May 2nd, 2023



At Niagara College 

sustainability  means 

providing high quality 

applied education and 

training that meets the 

needs of students, 

employees, and the 

community in which we 

operate today, while 

protecting and 

enhancing the human 

and natural resources 

that will be needed in the 

future.



71%
of students surveyed 

believe their future 

work/career will very 

likely or likely be 

impacted by climate 

change.
- 2019, Sustainability Survey, 

Niagara College

93%
of students surveyed 

agreed or strongly agreed 

that sustainability matters 

to them.
- 2019, Sustainability Survey, 

Niagara College

75%
of students say a 

college’s environmental 

commitment would affect 

their decision
- 2021 College Hopes & Worries Survey 

Report, The Princeton Review

74%
of students surveyed 

said they would like to 

see sustainability 

incorporated into 

projects or the 

curriculum.
- 2022, Sustainability Survey, 

Niagara College

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/college-hopes-worries
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/college-hopes-worries
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/college-hopes-worries
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings/college-hopes-worries


UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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Living in Niagara and the Sustainable Development Goals
Engage participants in learning how the UN SDGs apply in the Canadian context 

and how they align with the Living in Niagara quality of life Sectors

https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/resources-publications/living-in-niagara-and-the-sustainable-development-goals-event-recording/
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THE SDG “WEDDING CAKE”
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Knowledge

Learning

Demonstration

Impact

Collaboration

How do the SDGs help NC?

Create increased demand for SDG 

related education

Provide a comprehensive and 

globally accepted definition of a 

responsible institution

Offer a framework for 

demonstrating impact

Create new funding streams

Support collaboration with new 

external and internal partners

How does NC help the 

SDGs?

Provide knowledge, innovations 

and solutions to the SDGs

Create current and future SDG 

implementation

Demonstrate how to support, adopt 

and implement SDGs in 

governance, operations and culture

Develop cross-sectoral leadership 

to guide the SDG response

Model Adapted from the SDG Accord
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INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF THE SDGS

Drought, Desertification, 

Deforestation

Natural Disasters, Sea-level Rise, 

Flooding

Access to clean water and sanitation

Less time spent collecting water

(especially for women & girls)



SEAN KENNEDY AND PAM SKINNER SIGNING THE SDG 

ACCORD AND NATURE POSITIVE PLEDGE IN 2023

On March 27th, 2023, 

Niagara College proudly 

signs the SDG Accord 

honouring our 

commitment to embed 

the United Nations 

Sustainable 

Development Goals into 

our education, research, 

leadership, operations, 

administration and 
engagement activities



NC SDG Mapping
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SDGs Mapping tool developed by the NC Sustainability Office is an on-going project 

to help identify how activities can directly or indirectly impact different SDGs

Description of 

the activity, 

projects, action

SDG Target 

Alignment & 

Justification

Results 

Display



ENVR 1150 –

Global 

Environmental 

Issues

ENVIRONMENTAL 

TECHNICIAN –

FIELD AND 

LABORATORY 

(CO-OP)

EXAMPLE
ACADEMIC COURSE



FEED THE 

COMMUNITY: CFWI 

DISHES OUT 3,000 

MEALS TO THOSE 

IN NEED

Posted: December 9, 2021

EXAMPLE
INSIDE NC ARTICLE
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NC & SDG MODULE

https://www.niagaracollege.ca/sustainability/unsdg/


EXAMPLE
INSIDE NC ARTICLE



CASE STUDY: 

OPERATIONALIZING 

THE SDG’S WITH

BE WORLD READY
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BE WORLD READY TRIPS

̶ All Be World Ready trips inter-connect with the SDG’s

̶ Each trip is unique and will connect with different SDG’s – some more than others!
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BE WORLD READY SDG INTEGRATION

Pre-Departure Training
• Introduction to the SDGs

• What are your travel impacts

• Tips to travel more sustainably

Post-Trip Reflection 
• Students are required to complete a post-trip 

reflection and SDG questions have been 

incorporated 

• Sample questions:
• What challenges did you find by implementing 

actions as a sustainable traveler?

• What are the SDG’s you would connect with your 

trip? Are they different than the ones we identified 

pre-departure?

• How the sustainability-related experiences relate 

to your program of study?





SO WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Get started (you already have!)

• Focus on progress over perfection

• Think about what you’re already 

doing

• What opportunities or risks do 

you see?

• Not everyone can do everything, but 

everyone can do something



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
• UN ActNow

• Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network (SDSN)

• SDG Academy

• SDG Action

• SDG Toolkit for Canadian Colleges 

and Institutes

• UN Sustainable Development Goals

• Niagara College Sustainability

• Niagara Region Climate Action 

Network – Info Coming Soon!

https://www.un.org/en/actnow
https://sdgacademy.org/courses/
https://sdg-action.org/
https://pressbooks.pub/sdgcicanguide/
https://pressbooks.pub/sdgcicanguide/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://www.niagaracollege.ca/sustainability/


THANK YOU!
TARYN WILKINSON
Manager, Sustainability

Niagara College Canada

tawilkinson@niagaracollege.ca

mailto:tawilkinson@niagaracollege.ca


Jocelyn Baker

Researcher for UNESCO Chair (Liette Vasseur) on Community Sustainability, Brock U. 

and 

Environmental Science Professor, Niagara College



Integrating the Sustainable Development Goals into your work 

Jocelyn Baker 





Source: ECCC









LEED Certified – two buildings on campus 



The “green roof” will help control stormwater and the urban heat island effect while reducing 
energy costs, and that’s made possible by the way the building was designed – 35% more 
efficient and generating 45% less GHG emissions than standard buildings. 







Today – embedded in most Canadian academic 
institution strategic plans are objectives related to 
enhancing  students' global awareness, not only to 
create better career pathways but to also create a 
better-informed citizenry. 



Source: Fan et al., 2018 

As we have seen with COVID-19, we are ALL connected. 
What happens globally affects us all!



As part of it’s commitment to create a better-informed citizenry, knowing we are all connected, Brock 
University is a member of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Canada, which is 
part of a global movement of educational institutions and research centres to promote viable 
solutions to sustainable development. 

To help meet this goals of the SDSN - in 2021 Brock developed an SDG introduction course to further 
demonstrate Brock’s commitment to global accountability. 



https://sdgs.un.org/goals

https://sdgs.un.org/goals




An estimated 2 billion (25%) people in the world did not have 
regular access to safe, nutritious, and sufficient food in 2019. 

Many suffer largely due to human-made conflicts, climate 
change, and economic downturns. 

For Canada, 1 in 8 households (2018) was food insecure, 
amounting to 4.4 million people (12% of the population), 
including more than 1.2 million children. 







Brock University promotes sustainable food practices through initiatives 
such as the Brock Campus Farmers Market, which features locally grown 
and organic produce, and the Sustainable Food Systems Research 
Group, which explores ways to improve food sustainability in the 
Niagara region.



https://brocku.ca/unesco-chair/objectives-partners/about-the-chair/

https://brocku.ca/unesco-chair/objectives-partners/about-the-chair/


We all have a role to play! 



Climate change is affecting every country in the world. It is disrupting national economies 

and affecting lives and livelihoods, especially for the most vulnerable. Climate change puts 

the whole world under pressure, everywhere, at the same time.

25% of the world’s population can 
not meet their basic human life 
needs……



Here are some ways you can get involved in the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

1. Now that you have educated yourself about the 

SDGs, you can help spread awareness by talking to 

your friends, family, and colleagues. 

2. Volunteer: There are many organizations that work 

towards achieving the SDGs, and you can volunteer 

your time and skills to support their efforts. 

3. Support sustainable businesses that align with the 

SDGs by purchasing products or services from 

them. Encourage your friends to do the same.

4. Reduce your environmental footprint. 
http://www.carbonindependent.org/

http://www.carbonindependent.org/


UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the
Living in Niagara (LIN) Sectors

UN SDG
Examples of networks already 

underway in Niagara

Strengthen the means of 
implementation and 
revitalize the Global 

Partnership for Sustainable 
Development

• Active Niagara Network

• Age-Friendly Niagara Council & Niagara Older Adults Alliance

• Coalition to End Violence Among Women (CEVAW)

• Niagara Chamber Partnership

• Niagara Children’s Planning Council

• Niagara Community Garden Network

• Niagara Connects Knowledge-sharing & Exchange network

• Niagara Dental Health Coalition

• Niagara Elder Abuse Prevention Network

• Niagara Food Security Network

• Niagara Poverty Reduction Network

• OPENN - Overdose Prevention and Education Network of Niagara

https://brocku.ca/sport-capacity/research-projects/descriptions/#1646245706704-634633b0-c382
https://www.agefriendlyniagara.com/
https://cevaw.com/
https://southniagaracc.com/niagara-chamber-partnership/
https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/partners-projects/niagara-childrens-planning-council/
https://niagaracommunitygardens.ca/
https://niagaradentalhealthcoalition.weebly.com/
https://alzheimer.ca/niagara/en/help-support/programs-services/resources/niagara-elder-abuse-prevention
https://www.unitedwayniagara.org/special-initiatives/niagara-food-security-network/
http://wipeoutpoverty.ca/
https://211centralsouth.ca/openn/


Living in Niagara report

• Available at livinginniagarareport.com

• Downloadable report modules

• Summary Version 

• Summary Version by Sector 

• Sector Technical Documents – include Indicators, 
Measures, links to evidence sources

• To receive Niagara Connects evidence updates: 
https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/get-connected/

http://www.livinginniagarareport.com/
https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/get-connected/


Questions and Answers

• Please type questions into the chat pod.

• The recording and slide deck from this event will be shared on 
https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/. We will send you a 
follow-up email to let you know when it is available. 

• Following this event, we will send you a brief evaluation survey; 
please complete it to help us strengthen our work.

https://niagaraknowledgeexchange.com/


In which of the SDGs are you most interested? 



Thank you for joining us!

Learn about the SDGs: https://sdgs.un.org/

Have a question? Feel free to reach out!

Contact: 
Mary Wiley
Knowledge Mobilization Lead, Niagara Connects
Email:  niagaraconnects@incommunities.ca

https://sdgs.un.org/
mailto:niagaraconnects@incommunities.ca
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